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TO: _-

RE: Campalgn Finance Reportmg & Recusal Rules

'Thls memo- addresses the Monterey Pemnsula Water Management Dlstnct s (“Dlstnct”) k
consideration of a campaign finance reporting pohcy The Board requested this review in‘order
to cons1der whether the District may wish to cons1der adoptlon of a policy to- address thls toplc

5Campa1gn ﬁnance reporting: prov151ons set by law pursuant_ to the Cahforma Government Code
and Pohtrcal Reform Act of 1974 (“PRA”) Government § ode sectlon 82000 et seq

Pac1ﬁc Grove Campalg Fmance ‘;orm Ordmance
requlred under state law The key pr

1.. Contrlbutlon Limits
Contnbutlons from non—mdwlduals L€ no

> -attnbuted to an
ame natlnal*

- 1n1t1a11y vo1ced concern over such a prohlbltlon ‘

A candldate may not accept a contrlbutlon exceedmg $5001 from an md1v1dua1 ina smgle .
electlon campaign. There are no other restnctlons on the amount of funds avallable to run a
: campalgn . . .

2. Dlsclosure before Deposit B : -
~ Contribution information, 1nclud1ng name, address occupatlon and employer must be ﬁally
disclosed before a contribution of $100 or more can be deposited. andvusedl by the candidate. .
Under state law, funds may be deposited. 1mmed1ate the 1nformatlon must be dlsclosed
- within s1xty days of recelpt or the contrlbutlon must be returned o

1 The Ordinance:contains provisions to account for inflationary changes in all contribuition hmlts

e~
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“The City requlres a current campargn finance statement to be ﬁled w1th the Clty Clerk the Frlday
" before the date of the electlon ' : .

3. Recusal L

An official must recuse th or herself from makmg on: 1nﬂuenc1ng any decision which prov1des a
‘Material Financial Effect (“MFE”) to a contributor accumulatmg to $250 or more. The
contributions’ relate to the official’s current term. of office: The official may still exercrse his or
her First Amendment nght of free speech

The City’s recusal perlod is longer than the ¢ prev1ous twelve months” required under state law.
State law also requires intent, and the official must know of the financial interest of the party and

-the party’s contribution. . Addrtlonally, a contnbutor with an action pending before the official
must d1sclose his or her: contnbutlon R - .

4. Exchange of: Fmancral Advantages ,
No person ‘shall contribute and no person shall deposrt a contrlbutron to an elected official’s

campaign which accumulates to: $250 or more’ followmg his or her participation in the making a
governmental decision prov1d1ng a MFE to. the. contrrbutor The MFE must not. be s1m11arly :
provided to- the general publlc ora large class of persons :

 The City’s recusal penod,,’ lasts for the entlre term of ofﬁCe Under state law, by contrast,
~ contributions are . ,rohlblted only whlle a proceedrng is pendrng and for the three months
follow.mg the: dec151on :

5. Prlvate Enfor 'ment , Lo E '
~Any member of the pubhc can make a complamt and- ﬁle it wrth the Crty Clerk for referral to the
ation aent.. Addltronally, an 1nd1v1dua1 may: bring a civil
action to enforce the repo rt] ng or dlsclosur ‘ vrsrons ’

: »C'-,onclusi'dn e '

Pacific Grove’s: adopted Ordmance holds ofﬁmals to a hrgher standard of conduct than mandated i
by state law » : : :

- The D1strrct Board by ordmance may choose adopt some all or other addltlonal campaign
disclosure or recusal restrictions. . In the alternative, the Board may choose not to adopt these or
other measures, and thereby rely ent1rely upon the campalgn finance reportlng and recusal
' ,prov131ons set by Cal1fom1a law : -
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