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Monterey County Drought Task Force 

• Group of County stakeholders, including Office of 
Emergency Services, Health Department, Cities, 
utilities, etc. 

– Regular updates on drought conditions and 
responses 

– Reviews available resources 

– Coordinates local response 

• MPWMD represented 

• MPWMD presented information on its Go Blue 
campaign 

 



Drought Monitor – October 14, 2014 

Over 95 percent of 
the State is 
classified as being 
in Severe, Extreme, 
or Exceptional 
Drought.  

More than 
58 percent 
of the State 
is in 
Exceptional 
Drought, 
including 
Monterey 
County. 



Monterey County Drought Outlook 



Monterey County Drought Task Force 

• NOAA update on drought 

– Weak El Niño event will likely develop between 
the November and January timeframe 

• Weak El Niño does not produce higher than 
normal rainfall 

– So. California may be wetter than last year 

– Conditions favorable for another high pressure 
area over Northern California 

– Central Coast located in neutral area 



Join the Team! 



Monterey Herald 
October 8, 2014 



Save Water – GO BLUE! 

“It will take a team effort, not just from residents and 
businesses, but from the cities and schools on the 
Monterey Peninsula as well.  

That’s why we want every-one to Save Water and Go 
Blue!  

An extension of the popular go green initiative, we are 
asking everyone to join in saving as much water as 
possible.” 



GO BLUE Campaign Visibility 

• TV and radio ads 

• Print ads 

• Yard signs 

• Website 
(www.MontereyWaterInfo.org) 

• Car wraps 

 



GO BLUE Activities 

• Drought Drive Up Days 

• Laundry to Landscape workshops 

• Rainwater Harvesting workshops 

– Demonstration sites in Monterey, Carmel Valley and 
Chachagua 

• Living with Less (35 gallons per day) workshop 

• Monthly televised conservation report w/ tips 

• Hand outs to trades at Pebble Beach gates 

• Presence at local chamber events, city events, etc. 

• Speaker’s bureau 

 



GO BLUE Free Devices 

• Shower buckets (while 
you wait for hot) 

• Free hose nozzles 

• Moisture meters 

• 1.5 gpm showerheads 

• Faucet aerators 

• Leak detector tablets 

• Shower timers 

• Leak calculators 

• Flow measurement bags 

• Toilet flappers 

• Pre-rinse spray valves 

• Dish squeegees 

• Shower shut-off valves 

• Hotel/restaurant signage 



Water Waste Enforcement 

• Monterey Peninsula Hotline 831-658-5653 

• Websites Water Waste Reporting online form 

– www.montereywaterinfo.org 

– www.mpwmd.net  

• In the past month, MPWMD responded to 35 
instances of Water Waste 

– Most relate to over-watering and water running to 
waste 

– No fines have been levied to date 

  



Water Waste Enforcement 

• Non-residential outdoor and indoor 
“reminder” cards 

– Water service only on request 

– Irrigation on Wed and/or Sat. only 

– Positive action hose nozzles 
required 

– No washing of hard outdoor 
surfaces 

• Door hangers 

• Trade flier for landscapers/gardeners 

 







Join the TEAM –  
I’m Going Blue!  Are You? 


