
7.8% 89.5%

Title
Flood	Insurance	for	Farmers	Act	of	2019

Primary	Sponsors
John	Garamendi

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	would	provide	farmers	access	to	discounted	
rates	under	the	National	Flood	Insurance	Program.	The	legislation	
would	also	lift	the	de	facto	federal	prohibition	on	construction	and	
repair	of	agricultural	structures	in	high	flood-risk	areas	designated	by	
the	Federal	Emergency	Management	Agency.	The	Flood	Insurance	for	
Farmers	Act	of	2019	will	provide	farmers	with	a	discounted	rate	under	
the	National	Flood	Insurance	Program.	Additionally,	the	ban	on	farmers	
constructing	or	repairing	structures	in	high	flood-risk	areas	would	be	
lifted.	Under	this	legislation,	FEMA	would	be	required	to	develop	a	new	
flood	mapping	zones	for	basins	in	the	Sacramento	Valley	and	other	
locations	protected	by	levees	that	do	not	currently	meet	thte	federally	
mandated	100-year	level	of	flood	protection.	These	new	flood	zones	
would	be	based	on	actuarial	risk	and	not	be	mandated	to	be	at	100-year	
levels.

Introduction	Date:	2019-01-29
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Overview
The	following	legislative	tracker	provides	the	status	of	legislation	introduced	in	the	116th	Congress	pertaining	to	water	issues.	Each	of	the	bill	numbers
is	hyperlinked	to	the	bill	text,	FiscalNote	(FN)	Outlook	information	and	other	related	details.

The	FN	Outlook	on	the	right	side	of	each	bill	provides	the	legislation's	pre-Floor	(left)	and	Floor	(right)	likelihood	of	passing.	The	percentages	shown	are
the	status	of	the	bill	in	the	Chamber	where	it	is	currently	under	consideration	(this	is	shown	under	'Status').	The	pre-Floor	score	is	defined	as	the	bill's
likelihood	of	passing	after	it	has	been	introduced	but	while	it	is	being	considered	in	that	chamber's	committees	-	before	it	has	moved	to	the	Floor	for	a
vote.

Bill	Number
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Referred	To	The	House	Committee	On
Financial	Services	2019	01	29

Status

In	House
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FN	Outlook
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36.7% 84.1%

Title
Water	Recycling	Investment	and	Improvement	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Grace	Napolitano

Bill	Summary:	The	bill	aims	to	assist	water	agencies	with	the	expansion,	
planning,	design,	and	building	of	water	recycling	plants	and	
modernizing	water	infrastructure	in	California	and	other	western	states.	
Specifically,	the	bill	would	increase	funding	authorization	for	the	Bureau	
of	Reclamation's	Title	XVI	water	recycling	competitive	grant	program	to	
$500	million	from$50	million.	It	would	also	make	the	program	
permanent	as	it	currently	expires	in	2021,	and	funds	water	recycling	
and	reuse	projects	for	17	western	states.

Introduction	Date:	2019-02-13

5.4% 87.4%

Title
Drinking	Water	Infrastructure	for	Job	Creation	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Maxine	Waters

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	would	make	supplemental	appropriations	for	FY	
2019	for	the	Drinking	Water	State	Revolving	Funds,	and	for	other	
purposes.	The	Drinking	Water	Infrastructure	for	Job	Creation	Act	will	
provide	emergency	supplemental	appropriations	of	$7.5	billion	over	the	
next	six	years.	These	funds	will	be	used	for	job	creation	and	to	address	
the	nation's	drinking	water	infrastructure.	The	funds	provided	from	this	
bill	will	be	appropriated	to	the	Drinking	Water	State	Revolving	Funds	and	
will	assist	public	water	systems	finance	infrastructure	projects.	The	
funding	provided	by	this	bill	is	designated	as	an	emergency	requirement	
pursuant	to	the	Balanced	Budget	and	Emergency	Deficit	Control	Act	of	
1985.	The	emergency	funding	is	exempt	from	discretionary	spending	
limits	and	is	only	available	if	the	President	subsequently	designates	the	
amounts	as	an	emergency	and	submits	the	designation	to	Congress.	The	
bill	also	exempts	the	funding	from	sequestration.	(Sequestration	is	a	
process	of	automatic,	usually	across-the-board	spending	reductions	
under	which	budgetary	resources	are	permanently	cancelled	to	enforce	
specific	budget	policy	goals.)

Introduction	Date:	2019-02-28

Bill	Number

HR	1162
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Subcommittee	On	Water	Oceans	And	Wildlife
Discharged	2020	03	11
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In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook
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In	House
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5.4% 90.9%

Title
Water	Conservation	Rebate	Tax	Parity	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Jared	Huffman

Bill	Summary:	The	bill	clarifies	that	homeowners	do	not	need	to	pay	
income	tax	when	they	receive	rebates	from	water	utilities	for	water	
conservation	and	water	runoff	management	improvements	that	they	
have	made.	It	clarifies	that	these	rebates,	which	are	growing	in	number	
and	size	across	the	nation,	are	not	taxable	income,	but	rather	an	effort	
to	defray	upfront	consumer	costs	for	a	public	benefit.	It	also	would	
encourage	residents	to	reduce	water	usage	by	installing	"gray	water"	
capture	systems	or	purchasing	new	water-efficient	appliances	and	
plumbing	fixtures	can	provide	significant	water	yield	benefits,	protecting	
public	health,	the	environment,	and	local	economies.	These	rebates	
provide	a	net	benefit	to	the	public	and	utilities.	This	would	ensure	that	
the	IRS	treats	water	conservation	rebates	in	the	same	manner	as	the	
Agency	treats	energy	conservation	rebates,	including	insulation,	Energy	
Star-certified	windows	and	doors,	and	energy	efficient	appliances,	which	
are	not	taxable.

Introduction	Date:	2019-04-12

45.6% 84.0%

Title
Clean	Water	Infrastructure	Resilience	and	Sustainability	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Salud	Carbajal

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	establishes	an	EPA	grant	program	for	
communities	to	improve	the	resiliency	and	adaptability	of	their	water-
related	infrastructure.	Competitive	grants	will	spur	projects	which	
conserve	water	or	increase	efficiency	in	its	use,	preserve	or	improve	
water	quality,	rebuild	or	relocate	threatened	infrastructure,	protect	
source	waters	and	ecosystems,	and	implement	advanced	treatment	
technologies	such	as	water	reuse	and	recycling.

Introduction	Date:	2019-05-02

Bill	Number

HR	2313
Last	Action

Introduced	In	House	2019	04	12
Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number
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Resources	And	Environment	2019	05	03
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High
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5.4% 89.3%

Title
Securing	Access	for	the	central	Valley	and	Enhancing	(SAVE)	Water
Resources	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Josh	Harder

Bill	Summary:	This	is	the	companion	bill	to	H.R.	116,	the	Water	Recycling	
Investment	and	Improvement	Act.	The	bill	provides	a	broad	approach	to	
addressing	water	issues	facing	the	Central	Valley	by	increasing	storage	
opportunities,	spurring	innovation,	and	making	investments	in	our	aging	
infrastructure.	The	bill	also	leverages	federal	resources	to	identify	prime	
locations	for	groundwater	storage	and	recharge	in	California	and	across	
the	Western	United	States.	This	bill	requires	the	Bureau	of	Reclamation	
to	expedite	feasibility	studies	for	four	specific	storage	projects	in	the	
Central	Valley,	including:	Sites	Reservoir,	Del	Puerto	Canyon	Reservoir,	
Los	Vaqueros	and	San	Luis	Reservoirs	and	provides	$100	million	in	
storage	funding.	The	bill	also	invests	in	water	reuse	and	recycling	by	
increasing	funding	for	WaterSMART	programs	from	$50	million	to	$500	
million	and	extending	the	program's	authorization.	It	also	establishes	a	a	
water	infrastructure	and	drought	resolutions	fund	to	provide	$300	
million	for	water	surface	and	groundwater	storage,	reclamation	and	
reuse,	and	WaterSMART	program	projects.	The	bill	would	create	a	
innovating	financing	program	which	would	provide	low-interest	federal	
loans	to	fund	local	water	infrastructure	projects,	and	would	reauthorize	
the	Rural	Water	Supply	Act.

Introduction	Date:	2019-05-02

21.0% 89.4%

Title
Smart	Energy	and	Water	Efficiency	Act	of	2019

Primary	Sponsors
Jerry	McNerney

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	would	establish	a	smart	energy	and	water	
efficiency	management	program	at	the	Department	of	Energy	to	
award	grants	to	eligible	entities	to	demonstrate	advanced	and	
innovative	technology-based	solutions	that	would	increase	and	
improve	the	energy	efficiency	of	water,	wastewater,	and	water	reuse	
systems,	among	other	things.

Introduction	Date:	2019-05-10

6.4% 67.5%

Title
Aquifer	Recharge	Flexibility	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Russ	Fulcher

Bill	Summary:	This	is	the	companion	bill	to	S.	1570.	The	bill	would	let	the	
Commissioner	of	Reclamation	allow	the	use	of	excess	capacity	in	Bureau	
conveyance	facilities	for	carriage	of	non-Reclamation	project	water	for	
aquifer	recharge.

Introduction	Date:	2019-05-21

Bill	Number

HR	2473
Last	Action

Subcommittee	On	Water	Oceans	And	Wildlife
Discharged	2020	03	11

Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number

HR	2665
Last	Action

Committee	Consideration	And	Mark	Up
Session	Held	2019	07	17

Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number

HR	2871
Last	Action

Referred	To	The	Subcommittee	On	Water
Oceans	And	Wildlife	2019	06	10

Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook
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4.5% 80.6%

Title
Water	Supply	Infrastructure	Rehabilitation	and	Utilization	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Dan	Newhouse

Bill	Summary:	The	bill	will	address	the	Bureau	of	Reclamation's	
maintenance	backlog	by	streamlining	the	process	for	local	water	
operators,	strengthen	the	"Safety	of	Dams"	program	to	improve	the	
structural	integrity	of	Bureau	of	Reclamation	dams	across	the	U.S.,	and	
provide	flexibility	in	reservoir	storage	for	flood	control	during	low	risk	
times	of	the	year.

Introduction	Date:	2019-10-11

24.5% 90.2%

Title
Western	Water	Security	Act	of	2019

Primary	Sponsors
Xochitl	Torres	Small

Bill	Summary: This	bill	would	give	an	additional	$120	million	to	the	
Bureau	of	Reclamation's	WaterSMART	program;	authorize	an	additional	
$65	million	to	support	desalination	design	and	construction,	setting	
aside	$15	million	for	rural	desalination	projects;	and	authorizes	the	
Cooperative	Watershed	Management	Program.

Introduction	Date:	2019-10-28

7.8% 76.3%

Title
WOW	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Tom	McClintock

Bill	Summary:	The	bill	streamlines	water	districts'	contact	renewals,	
expedites	water	transfers	and	gives	the	Secretary	of	the	Interior	
discretion	to	modify	dam	operations	in	the	Central	Valley	Project	to	
provide	reasonable	water	flows	of	suitable	quality,	quantity,	and	timing	
to	protect	migrating	fish.

Introduction	Date:	2019-11-21

Bill	Number

HR	4659
Last	Action

Referred	To	The	Subcommittee	On	Water
Oceans	And	Wildlife	2019	10	22

Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number

HR	4891
Last	Action

Subcommittee	On	Water	Oceans	And	Wildlife
Discharged	2020	03	11

Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number

HR	5217
Last	Action

Referred	To	The	Subcommittee	On
Conservation	And	Forestry	2019	12	11

Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook
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9.3% 88.0%

Title
To	amend	the	Social	Security	Act	to	include	special	districts	in	the
coronavirus	relief	fund,	to	direct	the	Secretary	to	include	special
districts	as	an	eligible	issuer	under	the	Municipal	Liquidity	Facility,
and	for	other	purposes.

Primary	Sponsors
John	Garamendi

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	would	amend	the	Social	Security	Act	to	include	
special	districts	in	the	coronavirus	relief	fund,	to	direct	the	Secretary	to	
include	special	districts	as	an	eligible	issuer	under	the	Municipal	
Liquidity	Facility,	and	for	other	purposes.

Introduction	Date:	2020-06-01

26.0% 82.9%

Title
Local	Water	Protection	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Amy	Klobuchar

Bill	Summary:	The	bill	would	reauthorize	an	Environmental	Protection	
Agency	(EPA)	grant	program	that	provides	funds	for	states	to	develop	
and	implement	programs	for	managing	nonpoint	source	water	
pollution,	or	pollution	from	diffuse	sources	including	runoff	from	farms,	
managed	forests,	and	urban	areas.	The	Act	would	reauthorize	$200	
million	annually	for	the	voluntary	grant	fund	to	give	local	and	state	
governments,	the	flexibility	to	make	conservation	improvements	aimed	
at	decreasing	water	pollutants	through	partnerships	with	their	
communities.	The	legislation	authorizes	the	EPA's	Section	319	Grant	
Program	and	doubles	funds	for	Section	319	from	$70	million	to	$200	
million	for	FYs	2020-2014.

Introduction	Date:	2019-05-22

Bill	Number

HR	7073
Last	Action

Referred	To	The	Committee	On	Oversight	And
Reform	And	In	Addition	To	The	Committee	On
Financial	Services	For	A	Period	To	Be
Subsequently	Determined	By	The	Speaker	In
Each	Case	For	Consideration	Of	Such
Provisions	As	Fall	Within	The	Jurisdiction	Of
The	Committee	Concerned	2020	06	01

Status

In	House
Priority

High
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number

S	1604
Last	Action

Introduced	In	Senate	2019	05	22
Status

In	Senate
Priority

High
FN	Outlook
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4.9% 50.6%

Title
Inland	Waters	Security	Review	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Debbie	Lesko

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	requires	the	Homeland	Security	Department	to	
conduct	a	threat	analysis	of	the	country's	inland	waterways,	such	as	
navigable	rivers	and	lakes.

Introduction	Date:	2019-09-19

4.2% 79.7%

Title
Water	Justice	Act

Primary	Sponsors
Kamala	Harris

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	takes	a	comprehensive	approach	to	addressing	
water	issues	throughout	the	U.S.	and	pays	particular	attention	to	the	
water	needs	of	historically	at-risk	communities	and	individuals.	
Provisions	include	investing	$220	billion	in	clean	and	safe	drinking	
water	initiatives,	establishing	a	$10	billion	program	to	allow	states	to	
offset	the	cost	of	water	bills	in	low-income	communities	and	
households	that	are	environmentally	at-risk,	and	invests	$20	billion	in	a	
diverse	range	of	sustainable	water	supply,	recycling,	and	conservation	
programs.

Introduction	Date:	2019-09-11

4.4% 85.3%

Title
Drinking	Water	Infrastructure	Act	of	2020

Primary	Sponsors
John	Barrasso

Bill	Summary:	This	bill	reauthorizes	Safe	Drinking	Water	Act	
programs	that	support	drinking	water	infrastructure	and	provide	
resources	and	technical	assistance	to	communities	facing	critical	
drinking	water	needs.

Introduction	Date:	2020-05-04

Bill	Number

HR	4402
Last	Action

Received	In	The	Senate	And	Read	Twice	And
Referred	To	The	Committee	On	Homeland
Security	And	Governmental	Affairs	2019	12	10

Status

In	Senate
Priority

None
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number

S	2466
Last	Action

Introduced	In	Senate	2019	09	11
Status

In	Senate
Priority

None
FN	Outlook

Bill	Number

S	3590
Last	Action

Placed	On	Senate	Legislative	Calendar	Under
General	Orders	Calendar	No	452	2020	05	11

Status

In	Senate
Priority

None
FN	Outlook
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